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MEMBER FOR MAROOCHYDORE
MOTION:  DEERAL, MR E AND BONNER, MR N
Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore—NPA) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (6.13 pm): This should

be a celebration. This motion acknowledges two great men who really bridged the gap between two very
different worlds. These two great Indigenous Queenslanders were the first in their fields. Eric Deeral was
the first Indigenous member of this Queensland parliament and Neville Bonner was the first Indigenous
member of the federal parliament. 

I am disappointed by the previous speaker. The current member for Cook has tried to undermine the
significance of Eric Deeral’s contribution to this place and, in fact, his election in the first place by
insinuating that there was something inappropriate in having two National Party candidates in the field. In
fact, that was quite a common practice. For the information of the member of Cook, it was also quite a
common practice with white preselected candidates. In fact, when in another state my own grandfather ran
as a preselected candidate for the then Country Party, he ran against another preselected Country Party
member. He did not get elected, but I doubt that he blamed prejudice for that. 

Mr Horan: Lockyer.
Miss SIMPSON: I understand that the same applied in more recent times with candidates for the

seat of Lockyer. Therefore, let us put paid to the poisonous contribution of the member for Cook, which did
not recognise the very significant election of this great man to the Queensland parliament as a
representative of the National Party. 

Eric Deeral really is a man of great dignity, and those who have had the privilege to meet him will
acknowledge that. He came from an era when there was a lot less access to education, and he will
acknowledge that himself. There was less access to opportunity. Today in this place we have
acknowledged that there is much to be done to assist the Indigenous people of this state to overcome the
injustices and the disadvantages of the past. There are still many issues that we are concerned about,
particularly with regard to extremely high levels of infant mortality. However, let us concentrate on Eric
Deeral’s contribution to Queensland. I found a Stateline interview with Eric Deeral very informative.
Interviewer Kim Landers asked him what it was that made him decide to run for parliament in 1974. Eric
said—
To be truthful, I did not decide to run for Parliament. It was decided by my Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders at a
meeting at Palm Island in ‘64. 

Kim Landers asked, ‘So why did they choose you?’. Eric replied—
They saw a special something in me probably that I was capable of being a Member for Cook. I just obeyed my Elders and I said well
if the Elders want me to stand, I will stand and with that I then accepted when the National Party or the Coalition Party decided that I
should run as a candidate for the electorate of Cook in 1974. 

That is a very interesting interview. 
As the member for Algester mentioned, a number of issues relating to the lack of Indigenous

representation since 1974 were addressed in the report of the Legal, Constitutional and Administrative
Review Committee, Hands on Parliament. I was the deputy chair of that committee and we presented a
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very important report to the parliament. I acknowledge that the current Speaker has sought to endorse
some of those recommendations, including the appointment of an Indigenous liaison officer to the
parliament. I think that is a positive step. However, I believe that we need to see more Indigenous
representatives elected at all levels of government in Australia—local, state and federal. The local
government level should never be looked down on as being somehow unimportant, because those
representatives are at the coalface when it comes to representing people. 

Mr Horan: Now they have to resign their position if they want to stand for office.
Miss SIMPSON: Yes. Unfortunately they now have to resign their position if they want to stand for

state parliament. I believe that is a barrier to future Indigenous representatives coming into this state
parliament. I notice laughter from Labor members opposite, and that is disappointing. We need to look at
ways in which we can actually assist people who work at the grassroots in the vast areas of Queensland. I
particularly acknowledge that there are groups that are under-represented in this parliament, and certainly
that barrier at the local government level will make it harder for them in the future. 

To Eric Deeral and the late Neville Bonner we owe a great debt. I do hope that many more such
leaders will follow them into this place and that the barriers that have been put in the way of future
candidates will be removed. 
File name: simp2008_02_13_68.fm Page : 2 of 2


	Motion: Deeral, Mr E and Bonner, Mr N
	Miss SIMPSON (Maroochydore-NPA) (Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (6.13 pm): This should be a celebration. This motion acknowled...
	I am disappointed by the previous speaker. The current member for Cook has tried to undermine the significance of Eric Deeral’s ...
	Mr Horan: Lockyer.
	Miss SIMPSON: I understand that the same applied in more recent times with candidates for the seat of Lockyer. Therefore, let us...
	Eric Deeral really is a man of great dignity, and those who have had the privilege to meet him will acknowledge that. He came fr...
	To be truthful, I did not decide to run for Parliament. It was decided by my Elders, the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders at a meeting at Palm Island in ‘64.
	They saw a special something in me probably that I was capable of being a Member for Cook. I just obeyed my Elders and I said we...

	As the member for Algester mentioned, a number of issues relating to the lack of Indigenous representation since 1974 were addre...
	Mr Horan: Now they have to resign their position if they want to stand for office.
	Miss SIMPSON: Yes. Unfortunately they now have to resign their position if they want to stand for state parliament. I believe th...
	To Eric Deeral and the late Neville Bonner we owe a great debt. I do hope that many more such leaders will follow them into this place and that the barriers that have been put in the way of future candidates will be removed.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


